
I’ve missed you! Aren't we all ready to be back together again, safely and wisely? I
know that I am. Even though we have not been physically together, we remain
together in prayer, online worship, and as children of the same heavenly Father. 
 

To reduce the risk of catching or spreading COVID 19, interesting language was used
in the context of Churches: closed. Nothing could have been farther from the truth.
While we may not have been able to gather in church buildings (remember lower case
“c” refers to a building not the people) Trinity is not closed. The Church has been able
to extend beyond our local reach and connect people to Christ all over the world. Pre-
COVID we had been holding worship services at our Family Life Center, now our
services are available in every home that has an internet connection. We went from
being a two-site congregation to a multi-site ministry all because of COVID. 
 

In recent weeks, we have fielded many questions about when Trinity will open. The
Governor has relaxed some restrictions, and it will soon be safe to return to physically
gather for corporate worship. Trinity is blessed to have a Reopening Team made up of
two infectious control nurses and a physician. They are carefully examining safety
procedures and recommendations to make in-person worship a safe experience.
 

We've been exploring outside worship using an FM transmitter to broadcast into the
parking lot. Logistically at Trinity, this is not a very good option as there is no shade,
and our morning temperatures have been very hot.
 

During the reopening and into the foreseeable future, please know that Trinity will
continue online worship. On our website you will find the service premiering Sundays
at 9 a.m. along with great resources to enrich your worship. Bookmark this page:
www.trinitylife.org/online-worship.
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Be hopeful!
T r i n i t y  i s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  i n - p e r s o n  w o r s h i p !
E n c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  P a s t o r  E r i k



Ready for lasting transformation? Pastor Dave

Parrish and Trinity's Worship Leader, Nathan

Carlton, have prepared a short video series on how

to create your personalized rule of life. 
 

Rule of Life
Eva l u a t i ng  p r i o r i t i e s .

Re shap i ng  f a i t h  and  l i f e  p r a c t i c e s .

Find all 5 videos here:

www.trinitylife.org/rule-of-life

http://www.trinitylife.org/rule-of-life


About Our Preschool
A ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church, providing a Christ-centered

preschool for children to grow academically, socially and spiritually.
Our dedicated and experienced staff is committed to creating a loving

and secure environment where children can develop a solid
foundation for life. We offer 3 year old and 4 old preschool classes

and we are licensed by the state of Nebraska.
 

A New Way of Learning
In March, the COVID -19 outbreak caused our classes to be

canceled for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school year. In order for
the staff and students to stay connected we had to adopt a new way
of teaching/learning. We offered weekly Zoom class meetings where
the children could talk to their friends and teachers, hear a story and
have share time. Weekly You Tube lessons were also provided and
we even had an online chapel time lesson from Associate Pastor in
training Matt Pearson! Our families were very generous during this
time and supported us with kind and encouraging words as well as
donations to Trinity. The teachers missed the students dearly and
can’t wait until they can be in the classrooms with students again.

2020-2021 School Year
We are waiting on a Directed

Health Measure from the
Governor and guidance from

the Papillion La Vista
Community Schools as to

when to reopen the preschool
for the 2020-2021 school year.

 
Registrations are being

accepted at this time and we
have openings in both of our
3-year-old classes and our
afternoon 4-year-old class. 

To learn more, contact
director, Stacy Denne 

at 402-679-1018,
llitlelights@trinitylife.org 

or visit our webpage at
www.trinitylife.org

(under the preschool tab).
 

Stacy Denne, Director
Little Lights Preschool
littlelights@trinity.org

402-679-1018

Little Lights Preschool
Teaching children to grow, learn and shine for Jesus

“We are so thankful for the
lessons sent.  Not only were

they educational, our
daughter was always excited
to see her teacher’s face and

hear their voices.”

COMMENTS  FROM  PARENTS

“I felt the online lessons were
engaging and provided direction for
me as a parent to the things my
child should be able to do.”

“I have been so impressed with what Little Lights offered via Zoom and online during Covid."



INVEST IN A STUDENT 
It's good for them and for you!! 
You'll meet awesome students, 
serve alongside other incredible

adults, be encouraged and
(respectfully) challenged, while
making an impact on eternity. 

Join the Adult
Leadership Team 

 

Contact Chase for details:
Cflorom@trinitylife.org

Rocky Railway VBS came into Trinity's Station in a
whole new format! Not being able to meet in-person,
we had a line-up of fabulous friends riding the on-
line rails through each day’s lessons and activities.
One advantage to this approach was that kids and
families had access to VBS the entire month of
June! Thank you to all of the people in front of the
camera and behind the scenes who made it
possible!! Trinity Kids Give was successful in raising
$179 to support Mary Kamara, our sponsored
orphan at The Raining Season. In addition, we
collected 177 boxes of macaroni and cheese for
Heartland Hope Mission in South Omaha! Thanks
for your generosity!

Online weekly
this summer

Find Trinity Kids here:
facebook.com/TrinityKidsPapio

I want to send a big thank you to everybody that's helped
with Trinity Students this year. It takes a lot of awesome

volunteers to make Trinity Students work, and I'm so
grateful for all of the hard work that has gone into making
our ministry a special place. Thanks to our small group

leaders, ministry team leaders, trip leaders, those of you
in the congregation who have donated snacks or time to
our ministry, and all those who have helped!  Also I want

to thank the congregation members who have given
financially or prayerfully for our student trips. Trinity is a

very special place and we're so thankful to have a church
family that takes our students' spiritual walks seriously!

Summer Bible Study
Wednesdays 7-8 PM

Zoom Room: 
 

@trinity.student.ministries @Trinity Students

https://www.facebook.com/TrinityKidsPapio/


We’re so glad that groups are connecting in whatever way
they can. Many continue to meet via zoom. There are

rumblings of gatherings in driveways and on back decks!
That’s exciting! Keep up the connections! 

 

Our Connection Group met for a going away gathering for
the Shelbourn family last week. Many of you may know
Eric, Jackie, James and Jorga. We are very sad to see
them move to Arizona in early July but know that they

have connections God's preparing for them to make when
they arrive. We send them with many prayers for safe

travels and a smooth transition.

Trinity's 
Connection

Groups 
are 

AWESOME!

 

 One piece of technology we use that everyone at Trinity has access to is called RightNow Media. 
It has a tremendous library of videos and study guides for Connection Groups. The two most recent
topics we  covered were "The Art of Neighboring" by Dave Runyon and "Facing the Unknown" by
Mark Batterson. Both were really well received by our group of guys.  
 

I encourage you to sign up for your own RightNow Media account (it’s priced right at the low, low
price of free!) and see what topics might resonate with you personally, your family, or with your
Connection Group.  You can watch on your computer, your mobile device, and even on devices like
Fire TV and Roku. One of the cool new features it has is for groups to watch together, even when
they aren’t in the same place. Find out more about that at  https://www.rightnowmedia.org/groups
Get your free RightNow Media account today by testing RIGHTNOW TLPRNM to 41411

find your
connection
group today!
HTTPS://TRINITYLIFEPAPIO.CHURCHCENTER.COM/GROUPS

I’m blessed to be part of the Authentic Men Connection Group.
Each week, a great group of Christian brothers gathers together
to talk about life and faith, learn more about each other, as well as
dig into a wide-ranging set of topics. Just like all of us, however,
we haven’t been able to get together in person over the last few
months.  But thanks to technology like Facebook and Webex, we
still are able to meet up.

R i g h t N o w

M e d i a  &

A u t h e n t i c  M e n

b y  M a r c u s

S c h m i d t

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/groups
https://trinitylifepapio.churchcenter.com/groups
https://trinitylifepapio.churchcenter.com/groups


I trust that I am not alone when I say that, for me, worshiping online has been quite an
adjustment. In just a few short weeks, we went from gathering together as a church body at a

specific location to being dispersed, worshiping from home via Youtube either with our
immediate families, our roommates, or by ourselves. As we enter into yet another month of

worshiping online, our longing to once again worship together continues to increase. I would
like to share an observation that has continuously encouraged and comforted me as I seek

God’s presence in this time. 
 

The church of Jesus Christ is NOT a building. 
 

Yes, under normal circumstances, we as God’s people gather in a room specifically designed
to facilitate our congregational worship. It is God's will that we NOT neglect meeting together!

(Hebrews 10:25) However, God’s accessibility and our ability to worship Him fully is not
affected by a change in our location. Because of God’s gracious gift of the Holy Spirit who

“indwells” or lives in us as Christians, every place and every moment has the potential to be
sacred and holy. The Apostle Paul speaks of this when he asks the church in Corinth, “Do you

not know your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?” (1
Corinthians 6:19) I am also reminded of this reality whenever I think of the story of Jacob

fleeing from his brother Esau in the Old Testament book of Genesis. Jacob lies down to sleep
and has an incredible dream in which he sees a staircase going up to the heavens with angels
ascending and descending. God then speaks, reminding Jacob of the promise that was made
to his father Abraham, that their family line would become a great nation and through them, all

the peoples of the earth would be blessed. When he awakens, Jacob’s
response is this: “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” (Genesis 28:10-17)

 

It is my prayer that as we worship together online on Sundays, you would experience sacred
and holy moments where you encounter the loving presence of our Father through song,
preaching, and sacrament. I also pray that you would be reminded that you yourself are a

temple of God’s Spirit wherever you go. In closing, here is some incredible wisdom from our
tradition’s spiritual father Martin Luther, “The worship of God… should be free at table, in

private rooms, downstairs, upstairs, at home, abroad, in all places, by all people, at all times.” 
 

God’s peace to you!
Nathan Carlton, Worship Leader

Worship Production Team
U S E  Y O U R  G I F T S  A N D  T A L E N T S  A T  T R I N I T Y

Contact Nathan Carlton for details
402-339-3788 (ext 1709) or ncarlton@trinitylife.org

Count me in! http://tiny.cc/emytpz

http://tiny.cc/emytpz
http://tiny.cc/emytpz


In-person worship for one service only.
Limited to 25% of our capacity (125 people
plus the worship leaders). 
People must register in advance. 
Attendees must feel well and must not have
been exposed to COVID 19.
Attendees agree to wear a mask and will
follow prescribed safety precautions.

Continued from page 1
 

As we wait for an official reopen date, let me
share our present plans for in-person worship.
Understand, this is a fluid situation and some of
these items may change to fit the circumstances
at the time. 

We encourage those who are at higher risk to
continue worshiping online rather than in person.  
 

Our goal is to provide the safest worshiping
environment. Look for a letter in mid to late July
that will clearly explain our procedures for in-
person worship. Prior to our first Sunday morning
in-person worship, Trinity will hold two “practice”
Sundays for staff, Council and their families to try
out our procedures. This smaller setting will allow
us to assure a seamless opening.
 

My hope is that soon it will be possible to safely
increase to 50% of capacity and beyond while we
maintain social distance. I look forward to adding
a second and third service back to our schedule.
And, I want everyone to be safe as we worship.
 

I look forward to seeing you.
 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

06/22 - Matt and Sarah
Pearson on the birth of
their 4th son, Benaiah
James Pearson

Janice Lintz

Doug and Tammie
Thefenthaler family on
the loss of Doug's father,
Tom
Les and Robin Lenz
family on the loss of Les's
brother, Dwight.

Happy Birthday
80+ Trail Blazers:
 07/08 - Chere' Schroeder
 07/13 - Betty Tollander
 07/19 - Elaine Schreiber
 07/21 - Elvera Hietbrinnk
 

Happy Anniversary
50+ Years:
 07/21 - Glenn & Marcella
Koca
 

Congratulations to

 

Health and Healing

 

Sympathies to:

Vision
A place to belong and become

who God is calling us to be
Mission

Connecting People
to Christ
Strategy
 Love God

Grow Community 
Serve Others



OUR TITHES AND
OFFERINGS

 

Connect People to Christ!

D o n a t i o n  O f f e r i n g  E n t r i e s

   F r o m  P l a n n i n g  C e n t e r

   F r o m  C a s h  &  C h e c k s
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#  o f  N e w  D o n o r s

#  o f  R e c u r r i n g  D o n o r s

T e x t  t o  G i v e
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I N  T H E  L A S T  3 0  D A Y S     

Flexible Donation Options
Choose how you want to give

Online: www.trinitylife.org/give
Church Center Mobile App: Download from your
favorite app store. 
Text-to-Give: Text any amount to 84321
Cash and Check: Mail to Trinity Lutheran Church,
330 W Halleck, Papillion, NE 68046

https://trinitylifepapio.churchcenter.com/home
 

Your resource for events, registrations, groups and
access to your giving records

 

MAY ENDING BALANCES
General Fund: $ 189,999
Building Fund: $ 598,867
  Endowment: $ 381,482

 
Bi-monthly statements will be

emailed in early July. Those
without a valid email address will

receive a print copy via USPS

http://www.trinitylife.org/give
https://trinitylifepapio.churchcenter.com/home

